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TRENDS IN STOLEN PROPERTY 
 
The following is a review of the most commonly targeted property in various thefts, including burglaries and robberies. The 
figure shown next to each property type indicates the number of incidents that involved the theft of that type of property. 

LAPTOP COMPUTERS (263) 

  
At the turn of the century, laptops were becoming one of the 
most targeted stolen items in Cambridge, with a reported 

250 stolen in 1999. Six 
years later, laptops are 
still one of the hottest 
items targeted with 263 
reported stolen 
throughout 2004. 
 
Laptops are at the top 

of the stolen property 
list for several reasons, 
namely 1) they have 
become increasingly 
popular at businesses, 
colleges and residences; 
2) once stolen they are 

easily concealable; 3) they are easy to re-sell, due to their 
immense popularity. Additionally, the increase and 
popularity of internet auction sites has led to an easier way 
to fence all stolen property including laptops. 
 

Due to its multitude of technology firms and high student 
population, Cambridge is a perfect target for laptop thefts. 
Both Harvard University and M.I.T. have their own police 
forces who take criminal reports, making the total theft of 
laptops higher than the 263 reported to Cambridge Police 
Department. 
 

Thieves do not prefer one brand of laptop to another; the 
most common brand names were stolen with a frequency 
relative to their popularity.  
 
Please refer to page 142 for tips on how to prevent theft of 
laptops.  
 
 
BICYCLES (229) 

  
Ninety-nine of the 
stolen bikes were 
locked, but most were 
not protected (by an 
enclosure, such as a 
fence or shed). Bike 
thefts happen almost exclusively during the summer and 
fall. Most bikes stolen are common 10 or 20-speed bikes, 

but some mountain bikes are worth thousands of dollars and 
are even more sought by criminals.  
 
Thieves have proven some bike locks deficient in the last 
few years, including the extremely popular Kryptonite U-
locks, which famously can be popped in a few seconds 
using the shaft of a Bic pen.  It is recommended to potential 
customers to look into the bike locks before making a 

purchase. 
 
 
CAR 
ACCESSORIES: 
TIRES (55), 
HEADLIGHTS (39), 
STEREOS (207) 

  
 Two separate items were 

highly targeted on motor vehicles throughout 2004. Tires 
taken directly off the vehicle were stolen 55 times and car 
headlights a reported 39, respectively.  
 
Honda car tires 
were the most 
popular make 
stolen. Often times 
victims found their 
cars left on the jack, 
or propped up on 
cinder blocks with 
multiple tires 
missing. Xenon 
headlights most commonly found in Audi S4’s were also 
highly targeted by thieves. While many of the stolen tires 
are believed to have been placed on personal vehicles, it is 
believed the majority of headlights were re-sold on the black 
market at times through internet auction sites. Other than 
Audis, high-end model vehicles such as BMW, Mercedes, 

Acura and Lexus also 
offer xenon headlights. 
These lights fetch high 
prices on the black 
market and are easily 
removed in a matter of 
minutes, causing severe 
damage to the front of 
the victim’s car.  
 
Stereos, which are often 
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valued as much as $500, are the most common item (along 
with obvious things such as purses and cash) stolen in 
larcenies from motor vehicles in which the thief actually 
enters the car. A fancy stereo system can prove quite 
alluring to criminals passing by parked cars. Removing the 
stereo often damages the console  and dashboard badly. 
Kenwood and Pioneer stereos were the most commonly 
stolen in Cambridge in 2004, but they are also among the 
most common brands.   
 
For more information please contact your local car 
dealership for information and prevention tips. 
 
 
HANDHELD DEVICES: CELLULAR 
TELEPHONES (224), MUSICAL DEVICES, 
CAMERAS (117)   

 
 Cellular telephones have increased rapidly in popularity, but 
interestingly, they were less likely to be stolen in 2004 (224) 
than in 1999 (350). Cell phones may not be as coveted today 
because they are less expensive and more commonly owned. 
Also, today most cell phones are useless once the owner 
reports the item stolen and cancels service. 
 
Thieves generally steal cell 
phones solely to make a few 
calls, then throw the phone 
away to avoid being easily 
tracked. Cell phones often look 
sleek and seem expensive, 
attracting thieves, who realize 
only after stealing the item that 
it has little use to them. 
 
MP3 players, especially the 
iPod (pictured to the right), are 
among the hottest products on 
the market. With the increase in 
quantity and decrease in size, 
musical devices are being 
targeted for theft at an alarming 
rate not only in Cambridge but the rest of the country as 
well. In the future, these devices will continue to become 
smaller and smaller while increasing in price, making 
them hot targets of theft for years to come.  
 

No certain type of cell phone stands 
out as being stolen more than others. 
Handheld music devices are stolen 
according to their relative popularity 
in society, with IPods leading the 
way. 
 
Sixty-six of the 117 cameras stolen 
were taken in housebreaks, when the 
burglar was simply scouring the home 
for the most valuable items 

immediately visible. Also, 
there were five incidents 
of cameras stolen from 
store counters when 
victims were distracted by 
the clerk or other 
customers.   

 
 
POWER TOOLS (47)   

 
Power tools, such 
as the drill shown 
to the right, can be 
valued at well over 
$5000 are often 
stolen from 
construction sites 
overnight and over 
the weekend. They 
may be stolen from 
motor vehicles 
when left visible, 
and may make an 
auto more attractive to car thieves (a large number of tools 
were reportedly in the car in five auto thefts in 2004). 
Commercial burglars occasionally target power tools as 
well, breaking into storage areas to access them. There were 
47 reports of power tools stolen in 2004.  
 
 
JEWELRY (105)   

 
There were 105 reports 
of jewelry stolen in 
2004. Residential 
burglars target jewelry 
most often (78 of the 
thefts); they commonly 
grab the first things they 
see of value and flee as 
fast as possible. 
 
 
MEDICINE (11)  
 

Addicts looking for a cheap high 
may steal various medicines from 
victims. Many burglars rifle 
through the medicine cabinet 
when inside a home or business, 
and homeless persons may seek 
prescription drugs, such as 
morphine or Kolonopin, from 
their victims in street robberies. 
This accounts for many of the 
robberies targeting older victims.  


